





Research Revealed * History and the Hearth
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You can, by joining the
Fort Nisqually Foundation.

For membership information call: (253) 404-3970
or
Visit: www.fortnisquallyfoundation.org

Gift Memberships available

Support the Foundation while you shop at no additional
cost to you! See the Foundation website to learn more
about these partner programs:
**AmazonSmile Program
**Bartell Drugs ‘B’ Caring Card Program
**Fred Meyer Community Rewards

Help us build our endowment and support the Fort for
years to come by contributing to the
Dr. Jerry V. Ramsey and
Elaine Perdue Ramsey Fund for Fort Nisqually.
See Foundation website for details
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The author, preparing bread to bake in the oven.
Queen Victoria’s Birthday, May 2015. Courtesy the Fort
Nisqually Living History Museum Files.
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Exhibit Insights

Peering through the Keyhole:
Behind the Scenes of “A Child’s Eye View”

By Claire Keller-Scholz ~ Curator of Collections

The summer exhibit at Fort Nisqually Living History
Museum this year is called “A Child’s Eye View of Fort
Nisqually” and presents the world of 19th century Puget
Sound from the perspective of its youngest residents. As is
typically the case with historians, during the research phase
of exhibit development we find far more information than
we can easily share on the walls of a museum display.

If you remember being a child or have one of your own,
you'll know that the floor is often the final destination of
most toys and books! Perhaps its fitting that we spend a
little more time down at a child’s level as we take another
look through the eyes of a child of Fort Nisqually, looking at
some of the stories that ended up on the cutting room floor.

Exhibits are developed with the visitor in mind, and one
of the questions I imagined a visitor asking was about

the day-to-day realities of raising a child in the mid-19th
century. “What about discipline?” I can hear them asking.
“Children were beaten if they didn’t obey their parents,
right?” In order to address the imaginary visitor’s query, I
actually had written up a brief panel on this topic, which I'll
share here. It ended up getting cut for length, as the
discussion of corporal punishment is a controversial topic
today, and deserves a deeper conversation and greater
contextualization than was appropriate for this kind of
exhibit.

Discipline

Raising obedient children who would do their chores
was one of the main goals of motherhood at this time.
Theories of discipline were evolving over the course

of the 1800s as reform efforts for English prisons

and workhouses were put in place emphasizing more
constructive practices, but corporal punishment was
still viewed as an important element of raising children
by many cultures at this time, though perhaps with less
frequency and force than in prior decades.!

¢ Corporal punishment as a method of enforcing
obedience took many forms. Depending on the
parents and cultural standards of behavior, children
were whipped with leather strips, spanked,

swatted with branches or rods, or otherwise
physically “corrected” when they misbehaved at school
or at home.

¢ Other punishments included withholding attention
from crying children so they learned self-control,
shutting children in cupboards or other enclosed
spaces, or depriving them of supper or treats.

As is true today, parenting styles varied widely in the 1850s
according to family temperament, cultural expectations,
and social class. Understandings of child psychology were
evolving during this period, along with changing pedagogy
and theories of how children learned. This was a time when
adults were frequently punished with floggings or beatings,
and so using a rod on children to enforce discipline was not
out of character. However, reformers were beginning to
re-examine the punishment of adults during this time,

with philosophers such as Jeremy Bentham emphasizing
rehabilitation of prisoners and their moral correction rather
than simply punishing them. He was also concerned that
the punishment be proportionate with the crime, rather
than a blanket punishment for all offences.?

Authors like Charles Dickens also called attention to the
plight of children, with such works as Oliver Twist (1839)
and Little Dorrit (1857) that inspired sympathy for the
unique status of poor children in harsh adult world. By the
late Victorian period, although the adage “spare the rod and
spoil the child” still held true for many, there was a greater
understanding of childhood as a distinct period in a human
being’s development. Increasingly, educated adults came to
understand that the unique characterizations of childhood
required specific pedagogues and standards of discipline for
raising young people.

Children and their Pets

One of the topics I had thought to include as I first
developed the outline for this exhibit was looking at Fort
children’s relationships to their animals. This part of the
story was cut early on in the process, so I didn’t do as much
research, but I wanted to share the stories that piqued my
interest in this topic.

Occurrences ® Summer 2018
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Exhibit Insights ®* A Child’s Eye View
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Image# 75.6061 “Richard Grant, father of
Mrs. C. P. Higgins, and children.” Courtesy
Archives & Special Collections, Mansfield
Library, University of Montana.

In the center is Richard Grant, Helene
McDonald Kittson’s second husband. It is
believed that the lady on the right is Helene
and the other is Louise Jemima Kittson, who
would go on to marry William Sinclair.

Kittson, Louise Jemima Kittson (whose
name sometimes appears as Eloise,
Louisa, or even just Jemima) was born at
Fort Nisqually on July 25, 1836.

Louise was the first child of a Company
officer whose birth was notated in the
Journal of Occurrences. Much like Jane
Tolmie nee Work, Louise was thoroughly
a child of the fur trade. Her parents

were both from Company families, her
mother being a métis woman of Irish and

As a twenty-one year old surgeon, fresh off the boat at Fort
Vancouver, the youthful Dr. William Fraser Tolmie explored
his new home with the eyes of a botanist and the heart of a
missionary. Accompanying on this adventure was his canine
companion, a dog named “Nimrod.” According to Tolmie’s
journal, he acquired the pet on his way from Hawai'i to

Fort Vancouver. He doesn’t specify the breed, but the few,
general descriptions Tolmie includes suggests Nimrod was a
terrier. Sadly, a few weeks after Tolmie and his

companions arrived at Fort Nisqually, the dog died. Tolmie
treated him with his medicines as best he could, but it
wasn't enough to save the poor creature.’

Part of the story of Janet Young, born at the Fort in 1856, is
her reminiscences of growing up on the plains around Fort
Nisqually and staying alone on her family’s farm when her
father was out taking care of the Company’s sheep. The ten
year old girl wasn't left all alone, however: she had a collie
dog that stayed with her. Research has not yet turned up the
name of this dog.*

Although we don't have written accounts of other pets

at Fort Nisqually, period artworks frequently include
depictions of dogs and cats living with people in their
villages and settlements. The topic is worthy of its own
article, so stay tuned for more about the working and non-
working animals of the Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC) in a
future issue of Occurrences....

The Kittson Siblings

Another piece of the exhibit puzzle that had to be trimmed
for space was the story of Louise Jemima Kittson Sinclair.
The daughter of William Kittson and Helene McDonald
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Pend d’Oreille heritage and her father an
officer with the North West Company who joined HBC
after the companies’ merger in 1821.

As described in the exhibit, Louise’s early years were a
difficult time for her family. Her older siblings, Jesse and
Caroline (called “Kit”) both died within months of each
other in 1837 as a fever swept through the region. Jesse
was five years old, and Kit was just three. William Kittson
himself suffered ill health in the latter part of the 1830s and
moved the family to Fort Vancouver where he could be
treated by the doctors there.

It was at Fort Vancouver where Louise Jemima Kittson

met the Work girls. In her daughter-in-law’s writings,
Letitia Work Huggins “clearly recalls playing about the old
fort....with Mr.Kittson’s little son”> Louise would keep up
correspondence with the Work family as she grew up and
settled on Cowlitz Farm with her husband William Sinclair.
The “little son” mentioned by Letitia was Edwin Kittson,
Louise’s younger brother by four years. Sadly, Edwin was
only a year old when their father died in 1840.°

Helene McDonald Kittson, Louise and Edwin’s mother,
re-married a few years later to a man named Richard Grant,
another HBC officer. Grant was the Chief Trader at Fort
Hall, but was at Fort Vancouver in the early 1840s and there
married Helene in 1845. The family moved with Grant back
to Fort Hall, located in what is now south-eastern Idaho,
where his adult children from a previous marriage soon
joined them.’

Because this story had to be trimmed, I didn’t have time
to research Louise’s growing up years in detail. It seems
likely she traveled with her new step-family back to Fort



Exhibit Insights® A Child’s Eye View

Hall, however. We do know that she was married by John
McLoughlin to William Sinclair, HBC Chief Trader. A few
years later the marriage was made official by Fr. Demers.

A trusted clerk, William Sinclair was posted to numerous
HBC sites over the course of his long career, including Fort
Vancouver, Fort Hall, and Cowlitz Farm. By 1857, William
and Jemima were living at Cowlitz Farm. Dr. Tolmie
regularly included personal notes to Mrs. Sinclair from his
wife as a postscript to the official business correspondence
with Cowlitz.?

Edwin Kittson, Louise’s younger brother, had been sent to
school back in England. As mentioned in the exhibit text,
this was not uncommon for children of the HBC officers,
particularly the boys. He attended the Blue Coat Academy
at Greenwich in the 1850s and returned to the Columbia
District in 1857.° He visited several posts, including his
sister’s home at Cowlitz Farm, and Tolmie passed along
James Douglas’ instructions that “any little supplies he may
require may be furnished but not an extravagant amount”
during the young man’s travels.'’ (James Douglas had been
charged with executing William Kittson’s estate, and seemed
to keep an eye on Edwin over the course of the young man’s
growth and professional development.)!! The last official
record of Edwin’s involvement with the HBC is his account
at Fort Langley, which ends in 1858. There are Kittson
descendants in Montana who trace their heritage back to

Edwin, but once again that story deserves its own article in
a future issue.

The stories of the children of Fort Nisqually are many;,

and choosing what topics to cover in an exhibit is always
difficult. The exhibit provides visitors with an overview of
the experiences of the youngest members of the historic
Fort community, including some wonderful anecdotes that
give a taste of what a child’s life was like here. Here in the
pages of Occurrences I get to share a little bigger bite of the
story, though of course there is always more to explore.

If you haven't had a chance to visit recently, the exhibit will
be on through mid-September so now is your chance to
view it. And if you have more information on any of the
topics broached here, please submit your own article and
share the stories you've found with your research!

Endnotes

1. Jean-Jacques Rousseau’s 18th century theories of child-
hood and development grew in influence during the early
half of the 19th century. See: Judith Flanders, Inside of the
Victorian Home (W.W. Norton and Company: New York,
2003), pp. 70-71; Myra C. Glenn, “School Discipline and
Punishment in Antebellum America’, Journal of the Early...

Continued on page 13

Note the children and dogs throughout this image. The painting depicts a “Grand Potlach [sic]” celebration at Fraser River, 1859.
Courtesy the Beincke Collection, held by Yale Library.
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Museum Memories

A “History Camp” Retrospective

By Fort Volunteers and Staft

Every summer life at Fort Nisqually Living History Museum
goes from being filled with school tours, daily visitors, and
scheduled programs to absolutely jam-packed with weekend
events, families visiting at the height of the tourist season,
day care groups and tours, in addition to the three summer
camps offered to children of all ages.

The oldest of these three camps (Kit Camp, Arts Camp,
and Camp Fort Nisqually) first went by the name “History
Camp” and was designed for junior high-aged kids, ages
twelve to fourteen.

Although much has changed since the early days of the
camp, for the last few years the overall themes remain

the same. Each day of the camp is dedicated to a different
facet of life at Fort Nisqually. Monday is about “skills of the
HBC Engagé” where the campers get to do activities and
learn about life as a general laborer and fur trapper for the

From Manny Scholz (nee Keller-Scholz) - First attended
History Camp in 1994.

I first attended Camp Fort Nisqually as a 6th grader,
after hearing about the camp during my family’s visit to the
[museum’s] Wilkes Expedition Fourth of July event.

As an imaginative kid who read a lot of history, I was
excited for the camp. The 19th century skills were
challenging and fascinating, with flint and steel firemaking
being particularly difficult as my scraped knuckles attested.
I loved the costumes and first-person portrayals.

The “live action” contract signing at the end of the week was
nerve-wracking but amazing. The signed contract (with a
salary! And store credit!) remained as a very special artifact
in my bedroom for many years.

Hudson’s Bay Company (HBC). Tuesday covers “skills

of the Native Americans” including learning words from
Chinook Jargon and the basics of basket weaving. The
middle of the week is dedicated to “skills of the Gentle-
man” where campers learn about the lives of the clerks
and officers of the HBC, including having to mind their
manners at a formal tea given by Mrs. Tolmie. Thursday’s
activities are based around “life at Nisqually Farm” and
the Puget Sound Agricultural Company business that was

headquartered at Fort Nisqually. Thursday night features a
sleep-over under the stars, and the camp comes to a close
on Friday. During the final day of camp, participants have
a chance to show oft what they’ve learned at a Trapper’s
Race and demonstrate their knowledge as they “sign on
with the Company” - assuming they pass the job interview

given by officers of the Honorable Company. Each theme

Manny Scholz and Trevor Dykeman practice felting at Camp Fort

is accompanied by immersive activities and hands-on crafts, Nisqually, c. 1998. Photo courtesy the Keller-Scholz family.

including blacksmithing, starting fires with flint and steel,
leather-work, candle-making, basketry, and more.

The current temporary exhibit, “A Child’s Eye View of Fort
Nisqually” captures a sense of what it was like for kids at
the historic Fort Nisqually, so we thought wed look back at
some of the early experiences of children at Fort Nisqually
Living History Museum and their memories of the initial
summer camp program.
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Claire Keller-Scholz - First attended camp as a ten-year-old
volunteer in 1997.

My first memories of History Camp were from before I
was technically allowed to attend. My family had become
involved as volunteers a few years prior, and since my mom
was helping with the camp and available to “supervise” my
youngest brother and me, we came along to help.



Museum Memories® History Camp Retrospective

What I remember most from these early days was how that was not happy or fun. Whod have thought something
much fun it was getting to do all the crafts after the as mundane as churning butter could be such a special
campers were done. I loved doing the beadwork, and memory? At Camp I learned many skills I didn’t realize
making the leather pouches. I'd use later in life. More than anything though, I think my

favorite part of History Camp, or rather the whole of Fort
Nisqually, is the feeling of coming home. Each year of camp
was like a family reunion. I'm 31 years old and I still smile
when I hear [the tune] La Bastringue.

When I actually got to attend as a camper, my favorite part
was the Trapper’s Race at the end of the week, and getting to
make a fire with flint and steel. Throwing the tomahawk was
a big deal as well. What twelve-year-old doesn’t get a thrill
out of throwing sharp objects?

m——

I don’t have any “bad” memories of my time in History
Camp, but I think my least favorite part was the year
that Trapper Dave [Petterson] made us run around the
outside of the palisade every morning to help “wake us
up.” It was effective, that's for sure! I think some days we
even had more than one lap...

There are so many skills from History Camp that I use
to this day. I think the part that left the biggest impact
on me was getting to know other kids with similar inter-
ests and a shared love of making things with our hands
and learning about the past.

Ren (Karen) Decristoforo - First attended camp in 1999.
Family friend Don Burge introduced her to the Fort.

My memories of History Camp are some of my most
cherished ones. I truly cannot recall a single moment Above: Campers Claire Keller-Scholz and
Sarah Comer try their hand at sawing a
round using a cross-cut saw, c. 1999. Photo
courtesy the Keller-Scholz family.

Above: History Camp at Fort Nisqually, 1994. Museum educator

Mike McGuire, assisted by volunteers (including Dave Petterson, far right),
taught young people the ropes of life at an HBC post. Within a couple years
two moms of campers, Jill Stephenson and Nancy Keller-Scholz, volunteered
to help Mike run the camp. Both would go on to become staff. Photo courtesy
the Keller-Scholz family.

Right: Mickey Pederson and Jennifer Harris nee Woodward
hold up a dye project. Jennifer first attended Camp Fort
Nisqually in 1995, and has continued to volunteer ever
since! Photo courtesy the Keller-Scholz family.
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Museum Memories ® History Camp Retrospective

“Anonymous” - First attended camp in 2001.

It’s the summer of 2002, and we had just finished an
“archaeological excavation.” Okay, so I think Trapper [Dave]
and Mike had actually just stuffed a bunch of artifacts in a
dirt-filled trough for us to dig up, but hey.

We had dug, we had brushed, and we had conquered. Mike
and Nancy now stand with our spoils, raising each one

up in turn and allowing us to talk about what it could be,
before sagely providing us with the answer. A jawharp here,
a thimble there, a broken piece of blue willow-ware. But
then Mike holds up a little wooden cylinder. Is it open on
both ends? I can't see it clearly, but I think I've seen some-
thing like it before... in my mother’s bathroom.

“Does anyone have an idea what this could be?” Mike looks
around the group.

As a newly-turned 12-year-old who is not wise to the
mysteries of feminine hygiene products in the 21st century,
much less the 19th, I should have remained humble and
kept my mouth shut. But as a very precocious, eager-to-
please, and eager-to-prove-herself 12-year-old who thinks
she might just have the right answer, I raise my hand.

Mike calls on me. I don’t even hesitate. “A tampon
applicator?” I ask, with feigned confidence. A pregnant
pause. Mike’s mustache quivers. The usual twinkle in his
eye gets even twinklier. But he keeps his calm.“Did you hear
that?” he asks Nancy, and indeed any adult standing nearby,
as he can now hardly contain his amusement. “This is a
tampon applicator!” Laughter ensues.

My face reddens and I look at the dirt beneath my
be-moccasined toes. Kindly, Mike redirects everyone’s
attention to inform us all that the wooden artifact that we
had uncovered was simply a needle box. A needle box! My
dignity for a needle box!

16 years later, this is by far the strongest, clearest History
Camp memory that I have, and I can only hope that Mike
does not feel the same way!

Editor’s note: Thank you to all who submitted their
recollections of History Camp for this piece! If you have a
story youd like to share as either a camper or as a volunteer
at any of our summer camps please let us know!

Left: Signing on with the Company is a right of

Continued from page 11, “Exhibit Insights” Endnotes:

Republic Vol. 1, No. 4 (Winter, 1981), pp. 395, accessed via
JSTOR 07/31/2018 < https://www.jstor.org/stable/3122828>.

2. James E. Crimmins. “Jeremy Bentham” Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy, revised Feb. 1, 2017. Ac-
cessed 08/02/2018 <https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/
bentham/#PenLawPun>.

3. Tolmie, William Fraser. Physician and Fur Trader.
Vancouver, BC: Mitchell Press, 1963. The first mention of
the dog occurs April 12, 1833, while on board a ship head-
ing to Fort Vancouver, pp. 149.

4. From notes by a descendant (Mrs Wienand) in the Fort

13 Volume XXXVI ¢ Number 2

passage at the end of camp. The intimidating

Mr. McTavish (played by Jerry Ramsey) makes sure the
campers know their historic personas and will be loyal
company employees! July 2009. Courtesy Fort Nisqually
Living History Museum files.

Nisqually Living History Museum accession file
1993.03.

5. Annie Huggins to Eva Emory Dye, January 20,
1904. Transcribed by Bill Rhind, September 2010.
Original letter at the Oregon Historical Society,
Portland, Oregon.

6. “Kittson, William (ca. 1792-1841) (fl. NWC, HBC
1817-1841) JHB 1998/07,” Hudson’s Bay Company
Archives, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. <https://
www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/biographical/k/
kittson_william.pdf>

7. “Richard Grant (1794-1862)” Red River Ancestry.ca, up-
dated January 6, 2014. Accessed 07/14/2018 <https://www.
redriverancestry.ca/ GRANT-RICHARD-1794.php>.

8. Fort Nisqually Outgoing Letterbook, transcribed, Fort
Nisqually Living History Museum research files.

9. Ed. Byss, Helen M. and Judith Hudson Beattie.
Undelivered Letters to Hudson’s Bay Company Men on the
Northwest Coast of America, 1830-57. Vancouver, BC:
University of British Columbia Press, 2003: pp. 343.

10. FN Outgoing Letterbook, Tolmie to Sinclair, Nisqually,
July 30th, 1857.

11. Byss and Beattie, Undelivered Letters, pp. 343.



A Moment in Time

The Wilkes Expedition and the Meteor

By Kristina Anderson Younger ~ Contributor

Editor’s note: Long-time volunteer and Fort Nisqually
Foundation member Kristina Younger has been conducting
research into the Wilkes Expedition and is writing a book
on the topic. She shares with us here one of the fascinating
events the explorers experienced in the Pacific Northwest:

As sailors, the men of the United States Exploring
Expedition, also known as the Wilkes Expedition were
accustomed to watching the skies. On May 31, 1841 they
viewed something none had seen before. The best way to
describe the phenomenon is by using their exact words for
the various locations they witnessed it from:

« Wilkes wrote in the official Narrative, using a culmination
of the other journals:
“Its first appearance was at an altitude of sixty degrees. Its
course was not directly downward, but zigzag, and its dis-
appeared at an elevation of twenty degrees. Its track con-
tinued luminous for half an hour. And gradually changed
its shape, becoming wider and less elongated. There was
no explosion heard by any of the parties.”

o Lt. Case on the Northern part of Hood’s Canal wrote:
‘encamped in a small sight called Zelatched’ on the east
shore. At 8:20PM a very large and brilliant meteor was
seen bearing from us N by W 2 W shooting in a diago-
nal direction nearly the earth when it burst like a rocket.
A long zigzag train was left by it. Which continued of a
brightness nearly equal to the moon until 8:50 when it
gradually disappeared.”

PMID Sinclair on Bainbridge Island wrote:

At 8 oclock PM we had a most beautiful Meteoric display:
a large Ball bearing NNW1/2W fell from an elevation of 60
to 70 degrees and burst at about 20 degrees from the hori-
zon leaving a brilliant train behind it. The heavens, when
it burst were illuminated with a brilliant light for the space
of upwards of half an hour. No one onboard had ever seen
any thing of this kind before.”

Seaman Joseph Clark at Fort Nisqually wrote:

At ten minutes past 8 oclock on the 31st, a meteor of im-
mense magnitude and brilliancy shot across the -heavens
in a north-west direction, illuminating the heavens to such
an extent that there was a resemblance to a sheet of fire, till
it nearly reached the horizon when it exploded, sending off

myriads of coruscations in every direction. When it first
commenced its flight, it was exceeding slow in its decent,
but as it increased its distance towards the horizon, it
increased its velocity considerably, until it burst. Many old
seamen on board never witnessed a meteor half so large,
nor one whose light remained so long visible. From the
time it was first seen until it entirely disappeared, was one
hour and twenty-five minutes.”

Astronomy expert at Pacific Planetarium, Arthur Bogart,
believes they witnesses a bolide, an extremely bright meteor
that explodes in the atmosphere. Of note, the sunset did
not occur until approximately 8pm that day and based on
their description of the location of object, it was near the
sun, so it must have been very intense indeed.

Source: Charles Wilkes, Narrative of the United States
Exploring Expedition, During the Years 1838, 1839, 1840,
1841, 1842. Philadelphia by C. Sherman, publisher, 1844.
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Admission Charged

Fort Nisqually Living History Museum

Free admission with
Fort Nisqually Foundation membership

2018 Calendar of Events

August 24

* Please check the Fort Nisqually website for
hours and current admission fees.

2018 Museum Hours

October 1 - April 31
Open Wednesday - Sunday

Homespun Happy Hour
September 8 Harvest Home
October 5 & 6 Candlelight Tour

November 1-4  Western Region ALHFAM
Conference

Heritage Skills Workshop:
Basketry

11 am -4 pm
November 17

The Museum Store is open when the Fort is open.
Please check the website for detailed hours information.

The Research Library is open on Thursday afternoons.

December 1 Christmas Regale

Upcoming exhibit: “The Art of Agriculture”
Sept 23, 2018 - Jan 12, 2019

For More Information:

(253) 404-3970
www.fortnisqually.org
fortnisqually@tacomaparks.com
5400 N. Pearl St, #11, Tacoma, WA 98407
Located in Point Defiance Park

for Fort Nisqually Foundation information:
www.fortnisquallyfoundation.org

FORT NISQUALTY

LIVING HISTORY MUSEUM

METRO PARKS TACOMA
5400 North Pearl Street #11
Tacoma, Washington 98407

1pm - 4 pm or by appointment.

f
O

Like us on Facebook
facebook.com/FortNisqually

or

Follow us on Twitter
twitter.com/FortNisqually

For a day-by-day update
from the historic Journal of
Occurrences on Twitter,
follow:

twitter.com/]JOccurrences




